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COVENANT RENEWAL                   (see insert) 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
+CLOSING HYMN                        This Is a Day of New Beginnings (V.1-4)                                UMH # 383                                    

 
+BENEDICTION                                                                                     Pastor Doug
  
POSTLUDE       Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine                           Sharwin G.                   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we   

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                       UMH # 895 

Our Mission Statement  

Reaching Up to Worship God | Reaching Out to Serve Others | Reaching In to Grow Together 



Bapt i sm of the Lord  
 

+Indicates that all are invited to stand in body or spirit. 
 Congregation is invited to respond as indicated by Bold Print 

                                       
PRELUDE  Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior | Peace Never Ceasing | Forward In Faith | Arise Toward The 
Light                            
 
                                        

GREETING & WELCOME                                                       Pastor Doug 

 
BREAKTHROUGH SIGHTINGS 

 
BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER (UNISON)            Pastor Doug 

God, we do not know what to do, but You do.  Open our hearts, eyes, and minds to You.  Amen. 

 
CENTERING TIME                  Interlude in F            Sharwin G. 
                                                                                 
+CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                Jeff N. 

 
Jeff:  Come, enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and God’s counts with praise! 

All:  We begin this new year with anticipation and with hope from the Lord. 

Jeff:  Through the waters of baptism and the constant presence of God’s Spirit, 

All:  we are reminded who we are and given ability to follow the Lord’s way. 

Jeff: As we journey together, we hold fast to the unbreakable promises of God, 

All:  accepting the Lord’s grace and embracing all the possibilities of new life. 

 
+OPENING HYMN                                              Maker, in Whom We Live                                               UMH #  88 
   
+OPENING PRAYER (UNISON):                                                       Jeff N. 

 

Eternal God, from the beginning, you have continually made yourself known through the mightiest of 
deeds and tiniest of wonders.  Your handiwork is all around us, resounding with joyful praise.  Even our 
being is a gift from you.  Fashioned from stardust, you breathe into us your breath and you bestow on 
us your Spirit.  You claim us as your own, making us part of the good you are doing.  Yet, too often, we 
do not embrace the life we have from you.  We allow others to tell us who we are, to limit our          
existence, to diminish our value.  We turn to old patterns, rather than what you offer.  Forgive us, O 
God!  Remind us of the promises made at our baptisms, the assurance that we are not alone.  Renew in 
us the power of your abiding and ever-present love, our source of strength.  Help us, through word and 
deed, to embody the fullness of your reality, here and now, that we may be witnesses to all the       
possibilities of your future.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen. 

 

+SILENT PRAYER  

 
 

+SHARING THE PEACE   

                         
       

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                               Pastor Doug 

        
+GOSPEL READING                                           Matthew 3:13-17                                                              Jeff N. 
 
13 At that time Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River so that John would baptize him. 14 John tried to 

stop him and said, “I need to be baptized by you, yet you come to me?”  15 Jesus answered, “Allow me to 

be baptized now. This is necessary to fulfill all righteousness.”  So John agreed to baptize Jesus. 16 When 

Jesus was baptized, he immediately came up out of the water. Heaven was opened to him, and he saw 

the Spirit of God coming down like a dove and resting on him. 17 A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son 

whom I dearly love; I find happiness in him.” 

SERMON                            “The Promise of New Life”                                                   Pastor Doug    
                                      Embracing the possibilities of God’s way of being 

HYMN                 Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters                           UMH # 605 

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM               UMH # 50-53 

COMMUNITY PRAYER                                          Jeff N. 
 
OFFERTORY                                                          This Is The Spirit’s Entry Now 

+DOXOLOGY                 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow              UMH # 95 

              

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                      Jeff N. 

Holy God, through the sacramental waters, we celebrate the gifts that you have given to us-a name, a 
purpose, and the means to live more fully into your way of being.  Accept these tithes and offerings as 
signs of our ongoing, grateful response to your goodness in our lives.  Use them and us to help bring 
about your vision for all your beloved children.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER HYMN                     Spirit of God—(V.1 & 4)                                     TFWS # 2117 

 
JOY AND CONCERNS 

 



A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

LET’S PRAY THIS WEEK FOR OUR SISTERS AND BROTHERS!   

If you have a joy or concern let us know!   wumcoffice@wesleyhopeconnection.org 
 

JOYS: those celebrating birthdays and  anniversaries this week (see announcement page).  Share with us your joys 
so we may celebrate together and glorify our Lord for your blessings!  

 

• For those who give of their time, talents, and delicious goodies for Sabbath Café. 

• For those who share their gifts and technical know-how on our AV teams. 

• For Larry S. who continues his recovery from earlier surgery. 
 

CONCERNS:   

 

• For an acquaintance of Sharwin G., who is caregiving their wife and also their sister. 

• For Paul who is beginning chemo treatment this week. 

• For Steven R., who is facing changes in his treatment and care plan. 

 

HOMEBOUND:   Ruth S.  Dorothy D.  Shirley S.  Ardis A.  Marge K. 
 

OTHERS:   

 

• For grace and understanding when things do not go according to plan. 

• For families and staff of childcare centers in Minnesota. 

• For the people of Venezuela, who are picking up the pieces after an attack on their capital. 

• For those in Ukraine, Palestine, and other nations who are suffering unjust wars. 

This week’s YouTube link for Sunday— 

https://www.youtube.com/live/I11GgqPrMCo 

 

January’S Noisy Can 

WI Council of Churches 

This week, we saw God “breaking through”… 

...in  having friend s and family over for the holidays.  (Kelly H.) 

...in celebrating mom’s birthday. (Isabella S.) 

...in having the entire family together for a week over the holidays.  (Sharwin G.) 

The Wisconsin Council of Churches (WCC) is a 

network of Christian churches and faith-based 

organizations “committed to working together 

across our many differences”. Bringing together 

21 Christian traditions (totaling approximately 

2,000 congregations and over one million     

members) in the state of Wisconsin, WCC       

provides resources,  conversation, and           

partnerships that enable people (and              

communities) of faith to live into God’s vision for 

their congregations and the world. 

In practice, this has included vaccinating people, 

debunking misinformation, assisting immigrants, 

coordinating mutual aide, and telling important 

stories that might otherwise be lost in the busy-

ness of our time. They  accompany congregations 

beginning a restorative action journey, amplify 

the impact of members’ investments with their           

Community Investment Program, advocate for 

truth-telling and right relations, and much more! 

Our contributions will help the WCC continue 

their ongoing work of supporting us— clergy and 

laity, leaders, staffers, and volunteers—in being 

human, connected, courageous, imaginative and 

faithful. 

SPECIAL SUNDAY 

HUMAN RELATIONS SUNDAY 

January 18th 

Human Relations Day is an opportunity for us 

to celebrate and support ministries that    

empower communities and nurture hope.  A 

special offering can be made to support    

programs like Community Developers, Youth 

Offender Rehabilitation, and United       

Methodist Volunteer Services. 

Offering envelopes in Fellowship Hall. 

Offerings accepted 01.11 & 01.18. 

2026 LENT STUDY 

 A Time to grow by Kara Eidson 

 Starts Tuesday, February 10th @ 11 

aM, but continues on Mondays @ 11 

AM (February 16,23 & March 2, 9, 16 

&23) 

 $10 for the book—Please sign-up for 

the study by 01.18.2026 


